

Brief Overview of the Implemented Activities in Georgia against COVID-19 Pandemic 

Epidemiological situation

The first confirmed case of COVID-19 was registered in Georgia on February 26. As of September 14, there are 2392 confirmed novel coronavirus cases (all cases of COVID-19 infection in Georgia were confirmed by PCR testing); 1370 – recovered, 19 fatal outcomes.

Chronology of main restrictions introduced by the Government of Georgia
In response to the rapid spread of infectious disease caused by the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) emerged in Wuhan (Hubei Province, China), on December 31st 2019 and for the prevention of the spread of COVID-19 cases in Georgia, the Government of Georiga took significant steps within a month before the first case of COVID-19 was confirmed. 

Healthcare sector readiness to respond COVID-19 

Considering the limited capacity of the hospital sector, as well as a limited number of resuscitators and infectious disease specialists (employed 488 resuscitators and 256 infectious disease specialists could provide service to only 1,200 critical and 853 infectious patients per day), social distance, isolation, was defined by the MoIDPLHSA as the only efficient way to respond to the COVID-19.

The mentioned evidences and predictions were major precondition of the national COVID-19 cases management policy, which entailed an unprecedented low prevalence of the virus and fewer human casualties.

Based on the recommendations of the World Health Organization and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, on January 31st, the definition of COVID-19 infection cases was approved and the country moved to active surveillance. Emergency operation center was set up at the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health.

From February 6 to February 14, various methodological recommendations and protocols related to COVID-19 were developed and approved, video lectures were launched  and educational materials were circulated.

On March 16, the establishment of Clinical case management group of novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) Infectious Disease (COVID-19) was approved, which developed a national guideline for the treatment of COVID-19.

Laboratory diagnostics and testing

Testing with PCR (polymerase chain reaction) method to detect COVID-19 in Georgia began on January 30 at the Richard G. Lugar Center for Public Health Research. The PCR method is considered to be a gold standard in the COVID-19 diagnostics. For today, 14 laboratories were conducting PCR testing.

Hospital sector readiness

In accordance with the recommendations of the World Health Organization,  in February have conducted an assessment of hospitals readiness in terms of infection control and evaluated conditons and quantity of the ventilators and number of qualified medical staff. In total, 297 inpatient facilities (86% privately owned) operate across the country with 17,514 beds, out of which 2,290 are for intensive care and emergency medical services and own 2043 operating or reserved ventilators. 1749 are suitable for the management of respiratory distress syndrome.

In total, 3,279 beds were mobilized across the country to manage COVID-19 and 1,050 beds were distributed in 16 clinics for the management of fever patients (at least one clinic in all regions). As a result, while the World Bank standard envisages 5-7 critical beds and artificial respiration apparatus for the response to Covid-19, in Georgia it is 7.7 and 8.1 per 10,000 inhabitants, respectively (Gottlieb S., Rivers C., etc. National Coronavirus Response: A road Map to Reopening. American Enterprise Institute).  

According to the Ministerial Order N 01-119 /O of March 24, all patients with confirmed coronavirus disease of any level of severity are subject to hospitalization.

Primary Health Care and Emergency Service Coordination

In parallel with the preparation of the hospital sector, in order to prevent excessive utilization of emergency service by fever and respiratory symptoms patients and to effectively involve PHC settings in COVID management, a call forwarding service from emergency hotline 112 to family doctors has been set up. The MoIDPLHSA already has the practice of using this model during the flu pandemic. 25 primary PHC  settings in Tbilisi and the regions were involved in the program to fully cover the country's population.

Quarantine Zones

In order to reduce the health risks to the population and spread of the infection, the government started creating quarantine spaces from March 4, which still ensures the placement of  suspicious cases or the persons with high risk persons of the COVID-19. The quarantine zone includes 84 hotels across the country, bringing the total to more than 6,500 rooms. On March 23, the MoIDPLHSA determined terms and conditions of self-isolation/quarantine.

Contact tracing

Epidemiological investigation group under the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health and the municipal Public Health Centers conduct on a regular basis contact tracing by compiling a "history of contact map" of the patient within 24 hours after the diagnosis of COVID-19 in order to identify people in contact with the confirmed case. 

Application – STOP COVID - for contract tracing of infected patients 

An application developed by the Austrian non-governmental organization NOVID-20 and the Austrian company Dolphin Technologies, as an important tool for COVID-19 infected patients’ contact traicing and prevention of the spread of the virus, is available in Georgia from April 16, 2020. The app allows users to find out if they have been in contact with a person infected with COVID-19. 
With support of this application 10 infected patients have been reviled.

The app is available for iOS and Android users. STOP COVID can be downloaded for Android users - https://bit.ly/3bkYphX and iOS users from - https://apple.co/2V92MXw the links.

Communication campaign related to COVID-19

Informational and educational materials were prepared, published and disseminated, including for ethnic minorities in Armenian and Azerbaijani languages; evidence-based educational materials from CDC, WHO and other international sources are being translated and adapted continuously. Visual materials, educational posts, infographics, video materials were developed and disseminated through the social network.

Hotline in the management of COVID-19

Proper management of hotline calls has significantly contributed to avoiding non-purposeful referral of patients to medical facilities. At the initial stage of the pandemic, under  the conditions of informational shortage and panic, the majority of the population’s calls was being directed exactly to 116 001 (Hotline of the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health) and 1505 (Hotline of the Ministry of IDPs from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia).
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